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The race ap​peared fixed, but a dark horse came through in the clutch. Em​manuella Lam​‐
bropou​los won the Lib​eral nom​i​na​tion in the fed​eral Mon​treal riding of St-Lau​rent Wed​nes​‐
day night. She will run as the party’s can​di​date in the April 3 by​elec​tion.

Lam​bropou​los, a 26-year-old teacher at Rose​mont high school, beat out ru​moured Lib​eral
favourite and pre​sumed front-run​ner Yolande James as well as lawyer and eco​nom​ics pro​fes​‐
sor Mar​wah Rizqy; Rizqy ran for the Lib​er​als in the 2015 fed ​eral elec​tion in the riding of
Hochelaga, los​ing to the NDP’s Mar​jo​laine Boutin-Sweet.

“I’m shocked,” Lam​bropou​los said af ​ter​ward.
“I’m sur​prised I won. The me​dia had no idea I was run​ning. A lot of peo ​ple came here not

know​ing who I was. But go​ing door to door, and show​ing my true self in my speech and in the
email that I sent to all the mem​bers — peo​ple saw it was some​one re​ally from St-Lau​rent who
knew their con​cerns.”

Vot​ing be​gan at 5:30 p.m., fol​lowed soon af ​ter by speeches. Lam​bropou​los spoke of her
long ties to St-Lau​rent, not​ing that she was born, raised, lives and has taught in the bor​ough.

She also em​pha​sized her long​stand​ing work​ing re​la​tion​ship with bor ​ough St-Lau​rent
Mayor Alan DeSousa.

James em​pha​sized her track record as a mem​ber of the Na​tional Assem ​bly with the Que​‐
bec Lib​er​als, whom she served for a decade rep​re​sent​ing the Nel​li​gan riding.

In pam​phlets handed out to vot​ers on their way in, Rizqy pre​sented her​self as a can​di​date
for econ​omy and fis​cal jus​tice, fight​ing for the mid​dle class and against tax eva​sion, and as a
pro​po​nent of cul ​tural di ​ver​sity.

The three can​di​dates were vy​ing for the job pre​vi​ously oc​cu​pied by Stéphane Dion, who
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re​tired from pol ​i​tics in Jan​uary af​ter be ​ing shuf​fled out of the cab ​i​net of Prime Min​is​ter Justin
Trudeau. He was re​placed by Chrys​tia Free​land as min​is​ter of for​eign af​fairs, be​fore go ​ing on
to be ​come Canada’s am​bas​sador to Ger​many and the Euro​pean Union.

Lam​bropou​los won in the sec ​ond round of vot ​ing, edg​ing out Rizqy by a count of 626 to
508 by the time the fi​nal num ​bers were crunched, past 10 p.m.; James was elim​i​nated in the
first round.

James’s can​di​dacy came amid ac​cu​sa​tions that the “star can ​di​date” was parachuted in.
DeSousa, St-Lau​rent bor​ough’s mayor since 2001, had wanted to seek the nom​i​na​tion, but

was in​formed by the party’s na​tional can​di​date-vet​ting com ​mit​tee last week that his name
would not be on the bal​lot. Spe​cific rea​sons were not given.

The bor​ough’s of​fices were raided in 2013 by UPAC, the pro​vin​cial anti-cor​rup​tion squad;
but no charges fol​lowed, and un​til last week DeSousa ap​peared to have the party’s bless​ing to
run.

Things changed quickly, how​ever, once James of​fi​cially threw her hat into the ring.
DeSousa’s ex​clu​sion cleared the path for James, a for​mer Que​bec Lib​eral min​is​ter — this de​‐
spite Trudeau’s cam​paign prom​ise that all the party’s can​di​dates would be cho​sen by votes of
their con ​stituents.

Asked if she felt James had been the favourite, Lam​bropou​los replied, “No. I think if she
was the favourite I wouldn’t have won.”

Lam​bropou​los chalked up her good for​tune to hard work and be​ing close to the con​‐
stituents of her riding.

“I went around for three hours a day, for a month and-a-half, and I knocked on ev​ery​one’s
doors. I had the sup​port of the com​mu​nity. I know the peo​ple here. When your friends know
you’re go​ing into pol​i​tics, they come out and sup​port you.”

Now that she has the nom​ina- tion, Lam​bropou​los ap​pears to be a shoo-in to win her next
bat​tle on April 3. Sim​ply be​ing the Lib​eral can​di​date is gen​er​ally enough to win the riding in
this party strong​hold.


